



essmen Warn New FCC Chiel 



By William Greider several subcommittee 
waAhincton post staff writer bers switched the sub; 
Several congressmen who asked him about the 
oversee the Federal Communi- . rhubarb over Vice Pi 
::ations Commission delivered j Agnew's speech critich 
i friendly, but blunt warning network TV news, 
yesterday to the agency’s new | r^. Uonel Van Dec 

Sepubhcan chairman — don’t Calif.) told Burch: “Vn 
’Intimidate” the news opera- doesn't CO me as any 
ions of network television. t0 you that u, ere ai 
Dean Burch, the newly ap- members of Congre 
jointed FCC chairman, re- look with some misgh 



making his first ally for the transcripts, when ? , ™T r r 
s FCC chairman the usual procedure is to ob- ‘ t 

communications tain them through a request * 

of the House In- from the commission's secre- * thought that if 1 j 
Foreign Com- tary. Network executives told ^ ans cnpts t the easl 
ittee at a hearing Van Deerlin they couldn't re- “ em was a5 ^ 
ion systems. But member a similar request See BRO^DC^ST, j 
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Van Deerlln said he was 
''delighted to hear this explan- 
a colleague, Rep. 
dTdn h ta d cce L pt?t tUn8er <DNY >' 

speech a week later, were “a 

^ ar n C , ff0I V t Intimidation of 
the ne^orks ahiuty to com . 
ment . . - Anything that wasn’t 
praise of the President wasn’t 
acceptable,” Ottinger charged. 

<Th^ e . coneressman added: 
There s no question the cov- 
erage of this November Mobi- 
lization was affected by the 
administration's action. There 
was no live coverage of what 
was obviously the most impor- 
tant news event in the country 
I dont think this would 



Over TV Neivsmen 

broadcast. Fr.„ Ai s „„ m [l0K „„ J 

sion on a conciliatory note. 

MacDonald said, "if there is 
any fire to the smoke— and 

a £ ree .i he smoke was Quite vis- , 
ible though I don’t mean to 
imply that there is necessarily 
any fire— it could be the sub- 
ject of a complete investiga- i 
tion by this committee.” 

On the subject of pay TV, 
the new FCC chairman en- . 
dorsed in general terras the 
regulatory agency’s policy of 
encouraging the development I 
of subscription TV operations) 
in major cities. 



11115 W0Ul d 
have happened were it not for 
the nervousness er,g enderc d 




right of the networks to crj 
‘i 16 administration 



power. 

Both Burch and Agnew have , 
insisted that the criticism of 
network performance does not 
imply any desire for censor* 
ship. The FCC chairman said 
the agency’s formal procedure * 
for obtaining transcripts ought f 
to be revised since it takes 20 
to 30 days. 

Several Republicans on the 
subcommittee came to Burch’s 

2?£ c !5 e ; Rep * James T * Br <>y- 

■hili (R-N.C.) said he applauded 
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Mich.) 

‘'some prop 
cern" in how 
handle news. 

Brotzman (R-C^u., ^iq 
clear that the House commit- 
tee members do not want any 
undue pressures to influence 
thp networks’ news judgment. 
k Torbert H. MacDonald 
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